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0.5x0.25-0.3 cm, venticulate, purple dotted, 
lateral margin incurved. Column with 2 tri¬ 
angular wings at the middle. Mentum very 
short, retuse ; anther 1.0 x 2.0 mm, semilun¬ 
ar, apiculate, 2-celled; pollinia 2, irregular¬ 
ly triangular, pedicel plus ovary 1.8-2.8 cm, 
ridged, green. 

Flowering: June. 

Specimens studied: Arunachal Pradesh : 
Kameng District: Sessa 1250 m, April 1973* 
R. S. Rao 53723 ; Bhutan: Near Tobrang 
2000 m, 20th March 1965, N. P. Balakrish - 
nan 41992, flowered under cultivation at 


Shillong in pot. no. BHT 2658 (ASSAM). 

Ecological Notes: In shady forest areas. 
Soil clayloam with much humus (Balakrish- 
nan 41992). 
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A NOTE ON GENTIANELLA GENTIANOIDES (FRANCHET) H. SMITH 

(GENTIANACEAE) 


In a revision of Gentianaceae, two uniden¬ 
tified specimens, of J. F. Duthie from i^u- 
maon and Garhwal were found at DD her¬ 
barium. A critical study proved these to 
be a species of Gentianella Moench. At CAL 
herbarium a specimen bearing the name 
Swertia gentianoides Franchet from china 
.turned out to be identical with the other 
two and helped in concluding the identity 
as Gentianella gentianoides. Hitherto known 
from Iran, Pakistan and China, the present 
discovery is the first report of this species 
in India extending the range of distribution 
to India. 

Aitchison & Hemsley (1882) while describ¬ 
ing Gentiana micrantha remarked that this 
is possibly a small flowered state of previ¬ 
ously described species. Helene-Schxman 
Czeika in Flora Iranica (1967) has also kept 
it in dubia. However, a critical study of 
the icon & protologue of G. micrantha prov¬ 


ed it to be a new synonym of Gentianella 
gentianoides. 

In view of the rarity of the species and 
to facilitate possible further collections in the 
country a detailed description with illustra¬ 
tion is now furnished. 

Gentianella gentianoides (Franchet) H. Smith 
in Handel-Mazzetti, Symb. Sin. 7; 981. 
Fig. i-8. 1936. Swertia gentianoides Fran¬ 
chet in Bull. Soc. Bot. France 46: 314. 
1899. Gentiana micrantha Aitchison et 
Hemsley in Journ. Linn. See. Bot. 19: 
177. pi. 9. f.1-5. 1882; Helene Schiman- 
Czeika in Reichinger, FI. Iranica fasc. 41. 
22. 1967 (in dubia), syn. nov. Gentiana 
scabratopes W. W. Smith in Not. Roy. 
Bot. Gard. Edinb. 8: 187. 1914. 

Annual, erect, branched herbs. Stems 4 * 6 
cm long, ca 2 mm in dia. at base, scarcely 
4-lineolate; epidermis glandular; branches 
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axillary. Leaves broadly ovate, obovate or 
flaballiform, acute, mucronate or rotun- 
date, petiolate, 0.7 -1.2 cm long, 0.4- 
1 .0 cm broad ; base truncate; petiole 2- 
6 mm long; nerves 3, midrib prominent. 
Flowers blue, terminal, subsessile, in clusters 
of 3-6, 4-merous, 0.6 - 1 .1 cm long. Calyx 
tubular, scaberulous; tube 2-3 mm long, 
shorter than the lobes; lobes linear-lanceo¬ 
late, acuminate, unequal, 5-8 mm long, ca 
2 mm broad ; margins serrulate; nerves 1-3. 
Corolla subcamjpanulate ; orifice glabrous ; 
tube 4-8 mm long; basal glands 10, oblong, 
yellowish-brown ; lobes ovate-lanceolate, acu¬ 
minate or aristate, 2 - 3 mm long, ca 2 mm 
long; anthers minute, globose. Ovary glo¬ 
bose-elliptic, 3-4 mm long, ca 2 mm broad; 
style distinct, slender, 2 - 4 mm long; stigma 
2-lobed, papillose. Capsule included, sessile, 
oblong-ellipsoid, 6-7 mm long, 2-3 mm 
broad. Seeds numerous, minute, ovoid; 
testa reticulate. 

FIs. & Frts: September to November. 

Distribution: India: Uttar Pradesh (Gar- 
hwal, Kumaon); Iran ; Pakistan ; China 
(Yunnan). 

Specimens examined: India: Uttar Pra¬ 
desh: Garhwal, Wet-rock in Damifitia 
Gadh, 2940 m, 7 Sept. 1885, Duthie 4211 
(DD); Kumaon, Almora, Saba in Ralam Val¬ 
ley, growing with Circeaster, 2613-2940 m, 
21 Aug. 1884, Duthie 3127 (DD). China: s . 
loc., s. leg., s. n. (CAL Accn. no. 30025). 
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